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Dear Seafarers,

Welcome to the first edition of Gold Bridge Shipping’s Health & Safety Quarterly Bulletin!

Here we are at one step forward to promote Health & Safety as part of our vision “Delivers 
with Safety and Care”.  The bulletin mainly focuses on the Health & Safety issues, not only of
the crews and vessel but also for the environment as well.  The bulletin will serve as media to
communicate between us in head office and the crews with regards to topics that are relevant
with our activities on board the vessel such as navigation, technical, cargo operation, and updates
within the industry.  We are committed to zero spill, zero accident, and reduction in permitted
emissions without compromising safety. 

We would like to extend our gratitude to all crews on board who have been supporting us,
We hope you will continue to support our vision and mission with your professional experience,
knowledge, best practices on board, new thoughts and whole hearted support. 

We welcome any feedback from you readers.  

Last but not least: Safety First and Happy Reading!

Regards,
Capt. M.J Uddin

LTD







1. Dust bin with overflowing
oily rags near a hot running
engine: Oily rags are a well-
known fire hazard whereby the
substances on the rags can
ignite due to an exothermic
reaction from the nearby hot
engine, causing a fire. 8. Loose floor plating: The

missing floor plating may result
in a crew member falling into the 
bilge spaces below the plating, 
causing serious injury.
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6. Steam leaking in pipe
joint: Leaking steam poses a
risk of serious burns to crew
members working in the engine
room.

7. Fuse box open
with exposed
wires: The exposed
wires present the
risk of electrocution. 
Electrical
switchboards should
always be properly
closed and insulation
matting provided.

4. Double-bottom tank
sounding pipe non-return
device blocked in open
position: An engine room may
be flooded in the event of a
collision or grounding that
breaches the double-bottom
tank if a sounding pipe non-
return valve is blocked in the
open position.
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5. Fuel oil tank in
background with broken
sounding glass: The broken
sounding glass would allow for
the content of the fuel oil tank
to be emptied if at the same
time the self-closing valve is
blocked in open position.

2. Missing section of
handrail, chain left hanging:
The simple, careless act of 
leaving the chain unhooked is a
fall hazard for anyone passing.

9. Engine room lighting
damaged: Broken lighting
reduces the ability of the crew
to work effectively and safely in 
the engine room, which is a
compartment with no natural
light source.

3. Load on the chain block
exceeds the safe working
load: The overloading of the
chain block may result in the
catastrophic failure of the
equipment and injury to the
crew.

ENGINE ROOM HAZARD
AWARENESS
ENGINE ROOM HAZARD

AWARENESS

10. Engineer walking around
engine room listening to iPod:
By listening to loud music in the
engine room, thecrew member
risks not being able to respond to
a command, alarm or safety
critical situation that may arise.
Ipod/Mobile phone are not allow
during watch keeping at
bridge/engine room.



 

Safe Cargo 
Operations 
By: Capt Boike Sagala 

Many factors have contributed to unsafe 
cargo operation either during loading or 
discharging at terminal. Therefore, it is 
important that the cargo handling operation 
on tankers is leaded by the Master or senior 
officer in-charge. Every crew member 
involved in the operation must be aware of 
his or her routine duties and emergency 
situations. 

The necessary precautions and safety 
measures (in addition to SSSCL) to ensure a 
lesser risk and incident free operation 
includes:  

1. Alarm system 
 
Check alarm system prior cargo 
operation; include High Press/Low Press 
alarm, High Level/Over Fill alarm. 

 

2. Close Cargo Tank Lids 
All Cargo tanks lids must be in close 
position especially while alongside at 
terminal event empty or not loaded. 

 

3. Close Ullage Ports 
All ullage ports must be kept close 
during cargo operations. 

 

 

4. Close Sighting Ports 
All sighting ports must be kept close during 
cargo operations 

 

 

5. Cargo Pump 
Check condition and purging of cargo pumps 
before loading / on passage to discharging 
port and ensure Emergency Cargo Pump 
ready to use in case of emergency. 
 

 
 
6. Cargo hoses and flange connections 

Cargo hoses and flange connections used for 
chemical / oil handling must be checked 
thoroughly before use. 
 

 
 

7. Stop ship Air Con if Required 
If the AC system’s intake air is drawing cargo 
vapors, it should be stopped immediately 
and the intake ports of the accommodation 
area should be shut. 
 

 

 

 

 

8. Keep an eye on mooring ropes 
Mooring ropes must be monitored 
and tended regularly, Temporary 
stop cargo operations if necessary. 

 
9. Keep personal protective equipment 

ready 
All personal protective equipment 
must be worn and equipment such 
as gas detection and SCBA must be 
kept ready. 

 

Crew must never ignore the above 
procedures as they are designed to 

prevent incidents such as 
Fire/Explosion, Cargo tank 

deformation, Cargo Damages, 
Pollution, and Health hazard. 

 
STANDARD OPERATIONAL 
PROCEDURES (SOP) 
 
1. Strictly implement closed cargo 

operations. 
2. Refuse if terminal request for 

open cargo operation, issue Letter 
of Protest. Report immediately to 
office and wait further instruction 
from operation department. 

References: 

 SMS S-0503, S-0503T, S-
0503TC, S-0503TG 

 ISGOTT – Chapter 24 
 ICS Tanker Safety Guide 

Chemicals Chapter 6; 
 ICS TSG Gas Chapter 4 
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